Dear Parents,
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Closure of School due to heavy snowfalls

As the winter months are now upon us, in preparation we thought it would be a good idea to remind everyone of our procedures.

It is always our policy to keep our school open as long as possible during heavy snowfalls, however, we also have to ensure the safety and welfare of all pupils and members of staff, many of whom have considerable distances to drive to work.

Please note that we will follow these arrangements during inclement weather:- 

· Heavy snowfalls during the night
If the school is closed a message will appear on the front page of our website www.cottesmoreprimaryschool.co.uk  Information will also be broadcast on Rutland Radio (107.2 FM) giving details of schools which are closed.  If in any doubt ring the school after 8.30 am.  Please remember that we have to have sufficient teachers at school before we can open the school for the children. We will try to have someone at the gates outside the school to tell you if the school is closed. 

· Heavy snowfall during the morning/afternoon
In the event of early closure, a text message will be sent via Parentmail. Please note we will automatically telephone parents who do not receive texts from Parentmail. We would kindly ask all parents to make arrangements for the collection of their child/children in the event of school closure before it snows if possible. 
If in doubt, please contact the school by telephone, numbers as follows:- 

Oakham (01572) 812278 or 812241 Ext 7678

· In the event of closure, parents must make arrangements for their children, e.g. if a parent is unavoidably detained elsewhere, please ensure that you have made provision for their supervision, i.e. friend/neighbour.  Please give details to the school.

· Parents of young children must not send their children unaccompanied without first checking that the school has re-opened.

· Any decision to close the school will be made in consultation with the Chairman of Governors, Mrs. Jane Bews .

Yours sincerely

Carol Jamison

Headteacher






